
Backwards Design Template

	Stage 1-Desired Results

	Content Standard(s):  K-12 Stem; see grade level power standard and/or GEs for more specific information

Power Standard #1 – Writing Process:  Students use the writing process of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and critiquing to produce final drafts that show appropriate command of purpose, organization, details, and voice/tone.

Power Standard #2 – Conventions and Structures:  Students demonstrate appropriate command of conventions and structures.  

Power Standard #3 - Response to Text:  Students write in response to literary and informational text. 

Power Standard #4 - Informational Writing:  Students write to inform, to persuade, and to demonstrate a process.

Power Standard #5 - Expressive Writing:  Students write to tell and dramatize a coherent story or reflect on a personal experience. 



	Understanding(s):

Students will understand that . . .

1. Everyone has things to say and deserves to be heard.

2. Writing is a critical life skill used in a variety of contexts, supports learning and understanding, and should occur daily.

3. Writing is a social form of communication.  

4. Everyone is capable of writing, can become a better writer, and feel pride in their writing effort.

5. High Engagement and motivation positively impact writing.

	Essential Question(s):

1. Why is it important to be a strong writer?

2. What does strong writing look like?

3. What skills do students need to be strong writers?

4. How do we teach all students to be strong writers?

5. How do we motivate students to write and view themselves as writers?



	Students will know . . .                                                           Students will be able to . . .

Specifics for the assignment (content vocabulary,                (Application in writing…)

For example)                                                                         FCAs, or GES

Expectations for writing                                                                                          



	Stage 2-Assessment Evidence



	Performance Task(s):

Seven Element Assignments

Grade K: Laura (optional)

Grade 1:  Elizabeth

Grade 2:  Laura (optional)

Grade 3:  Vickie

Grade 4:  Laura (optional)

Grade 5:  Phyllis

Grade 6:  Deb

Learning Specialist 3-4:  Kathy

Learning Specialist 5-6:  Sarah

Learning Specialist K-2: Laura(optional)
	Other Evidence:

Type 1/Type 2 Writing

Observations

Student Self Assessment?



	Stage 3- Learning Plan



	Learning Activities:  (See attached materials from individual teachers)
1.  Teacher will design writing assignments for their students/curriculum

using the John Collins program materials.  (June-September)
2. Teachers will implement their lessons/assignments in their individual classrooms.
(September-November)

3. Teachers will collect student writing and score appropriately.
(September-November)
4. Teachers will meet in collaborative team to discuss teaching experiences and review representative student pieces.  Teachers will reflect on relationship between teaching and learning.  Did my students learn x?  If yes, how did my teaching positive impact on learning.  If no, how can I better focus my instruction?
(September 25, additional times in October/November)

5. Final discussion points—what have we learned?  What answers have we discovered to our essential questions about writing. What new questions do we have?

(prior to November 13)



Adapted from Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe-Understanding by Design
